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REMARKS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application is requested in view of the above 
amendments and the following remarks. Claims 1, 2, 10, 1 1, and 17 are hereby amended. 
Claims 9 and 16 are canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. Claims 18-21 are new. 

The amendment of claims 1, 10, 1 1, and 17, reciting "wherein the substrate also carries 
image reading elements provided separately from the plurality of light emitting elements", is 
supported, for example, by Figure 1 A and page 1 4, lines 3-11. New claims 1 8-2 1 correspond to 
original allowed claims 3 and 5-7, rewritten in independent form. 

Claim 2 was objected to for unclear language. Applicants traverse this objection. Claim 
2 is amended to clarify that the weaker light emitting elements emit less light than the brighter 
light emitting elements. Favorable reconsideration of claim 2 is requested. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, and 8-17 were rejected as being anticipated by Nagane (US 5,313,289). 
Applicants traverse this rejection. Claims 9 and 16 are canceled. Applicants are not conceding 
the relevance of the rejection as applied to claims 9 and 16. Claims 1, 10, 11, and 17 require thai 
"the substrate also carries image reading elements provided separately from the plurality of light 
emitting elements". Nagane does not suggest that the substrate carry both the light emitting 
elements (208) and the image reading elements (not shown at the end of optical path 301). See 
Figure 16. The substrate taught by Nagane contains only the light emitting elements (8b) and 
current-limiting resistors (8d). See Figure 10. As can be seen in this figure, the substrate in 
Nagane is not suitable for accepting image reading elements. Favorable reconsideration of 
claims 1, 2, 4, 8, 10-15, and 17 is requested., 



9 



i 
I 



PAGE 11/19 4 RCVDAT 2/2412005 6:25:58 PM [Eastern Standard Time]* SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/4 1 DNIS:8729306 1 CSID:61 23329081 1 DURATION (mm-ss):0440 



FEB-24-05 05:26PM FROM-Merchant & Gould 



6123329081 



T-543 P. 01 2/01 2 F-204 



U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/869*680 »»*»■■ am f- ^ADV 

Reply to Office Aaion Dated August 24,2004 ftEST AVAILABLt UUr T 



I In view of the above, favorable reconsideration in the form of a notice of allowance is 

! requested. Any questions regarding this communication can be directed to the undersigned 

attorney, Douglas P. Mueller, Reg. No. 30,300, at (612)371-5237. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(612) 33^-5300 



By ^ 





Douglas P. Mueller 
Reg. No. 30,300 
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